U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
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Subject: DAVIS, FRANK MARSHALL 
FOlPANo. 1060246-000 K 

Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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698 page(s) were reviewed and 601 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

□ You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 



If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

e See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


Pursuant to Title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 16.1 1 , there is a fee of ten cents per page for 
duplication costs. The first 100 pages are free. Please remit a check or money order, payable to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) in the amount of $50.10. To ensure proper identification, please include the FOIPA number assigned 
to your request with your payment. 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)( 1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by. on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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This case originated at CHICAGO, ILLINOIS' FILE NO. 100^15799 V t 


REPORT MADE AT 

V 

DATE WHEN MADE 

CHICAGO, 

ILLINOIS' 

v , ''i/ 57« 

V- 


REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MADE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ^ ^7/5/44 ™ E * HBUI2IING ‘ NM:LMC 

1_E ■ CHARACTER OF CASE 

FRANK MAISHALL V DAVIS SBCUHOT MATTER - C 

. ' W ^ « j vyfc/sA . / i \ 

'NOPS 1 SOFFACTS: — T ~~ " * , I 

Subject, ^ negro poet and author, reported to 
be member of ^onapnist Party and ins true tor-gusst 
f lecturer Abraham ^Lincoln School* is reported 

*■ , to associate with high functionaries in the 

Vr- I 'SConmninist Political Association in Chicago and 

active as Secretary in organisation of Rational 
■H I s ^ Negro Museum Historical Foundation* Subject also 

\ 1 y ' reported to have lectured to gatherings of^Ajnarican 
Youth for Democracy and^int Anti-Fascist ReYQgee 
y Committee, an d sim ilar groups, and to have written 

\ 'j\ \ . > * President ROGSKVKLT urging him to intervene in the 
\ ’ deportation proceedings against Mrs* BROWDER* Sub- 

• N \ > ject was bom 12/51/04, Arkansas City, Kansas, and 

N, resides 5559 Vincennes* Is employed as Executive 
^ Sditor of Associated Negro Press* Registered 
JCV* ^ */ • Local Draft Board 82, classified 1A(H)* No criminal 

\ ' or credit record* Description set out* 

-c- piinJcriaTOCOLCEQ 

AT CHICAGO. TTIiTNQTSt 9^32^^ 

This, investigation is predicated upon infon&atXoo^^^eived from 
confidential informants that Subject was a national sponsor of 
the American Youth for Democracy, and a guest lecturer at the 
^J^Abraham Lincoln School for the spring session of 1944* 

<5$^ k !•-- ^SIDBNCB AND BUSINESS ADDRESS 

*« , •• *. 

^ Subject's residence at 5559 south vinfiAnnAn tvanuA woo mi*<woh 


Cj 

0>. ^ 


\ 1 

DETAILS i 


Subject's residence at 5559 South Vincennes Avenue was verified, 
was /his employment at 3507 South Parkway. ^ 
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Chicago File 100-15799 


Subject is employed as Executive Editor for the Associated Negro Press, accord- 
ing to the Selective Service fils* His duties are described as “General 
supervision of getting and preparing news and features for distribution to 
mefi^er newspapers of the Associated Negro Press** b6 


Sub.ieot was a registra nt of Local Board 82, 3858 South Parkway* I I 

I aide available his fils which reflected that he regis- 
tered on October 16, 1940, and was assigned Order Number 1151, and Serial Number 
1655* At .the time of registration, he resided at 5559 Vincennes, and gave his 
age as 55, having been bom December 51, 1904, at Arkansas City, Kansas* He 
Indicated he was a citizen of the United States, and lasted the person who 
would always know his address as his wife, Mrs* THELMA* MVIS, at the above 
address* ■ • “■ ; ' 

Upon executing DSS Fom 40, Selective Service Questionnaire, on March 25, 1941, 
Subject stated that he had 9 years elementary school, 5 years high school, and 
attended Kansas State College for 5^ years, studying journalism* He Indicated 
he was employed by the Associated Negro press as a feature editor, in which 
work he had had 14 years experience* His earnings were shown as $57*50 weekly* 
Subject further stated that from March 15, 1940, to September 1, 1940, he was 
Publicity Dlreotor for the American Negro Exposition* 

'V . ’■ , 4 ■ • ' / * ’* 1 

In the questionnaire Subject stated he was bom December 2^ 1905, at Arkansas 
City, Kansas, was married July 12, 1951, at Atlanta, Georgia, and has no 
children* The file reflected that he rents his residence at 55 59 Vincennes for bo 
$52*50 monthly frcan l 1 in ccmple ting , n c 

his questionnaire, it was noted that the ascii ons referring to court record and 
military service were left blank# 

On June 19, 1942, Local Hoard 82 sent the Subject his Occupational Questionnaire, 
which he executed and returned indicating his Social Security Number as 357-16- 
5458, arid indicated his past employment as Executive Editor for Associated 
Negro Press, whose business was shown as "National News Service# 0 *<■_ 

Oh January 15, 1942 ^subject, as well as his employer, executed Form DSS 42 b « 

On April 14, 1945, Subject executed DSS Form 41, Registrant »s Affidavid— Family 
Status and Dependents, in which he listed his wife TffifrMA B*vBASIS, who was 
stated to have been .born May 8, 1905# it was noted that at the time this fom 



•*'. V/.' *-> 
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was executed Subject stated hie .wife had accepted a civil service position as 
typist in Washington, but would bo ; transferred back to Chicago soon* Her ad- 
dress was given as 1004 New Hampshire Avenue, R*W., Washington, D. C. S ubject ' 
further a ta ted that in addition to himself and wife, JAKES B. NQOIXJANKT, age 62, 
and Subjects step father, also resides at 3559 Vincennes* 

On July 19, 1943, DSS Form 42 a was filed on behalf of Subject by his employer, 
which stated, that the Subject was employed by the- company from September 10, 
1985, and entered upon his present job in January of 1942, earning §50 weekly* 
His prior work experience was shown as "reporter, feature writer, Columnist, and 
editor on various publications in Chicago, Gary, Indiana, and Atlanta* dines 
1927** His educational background was shown as student In Journalism School 
of Kansas. State College, ifanhatten, Kansas, fran September, 1924, to February, 
1927, and from September, 1929, to June, 1980* / 

Subject was classified 1A(H) by local Board 82, an January 7, 1944* * Wf ^ 

. - IV. CI1IZBBHIP STATOSi ' 3^)’' 


According to Subject *8 Selective Service File, he was bom on December 31, 1905, 
at Arkansas City,' Kansas, and is a citizen of the united States of America. 


msmmmEm 




A check of the credit records of Hills Reports was made by special Agent ROBERT 
J* HOENUNG for any record of Subjeot, with negative results* ’ ' ■ ■ u -' 

Ihe records of the Chicago police Department were checked by this same agent. 

No record of any arrest was located, however, the industrial Detail of the Depart- 
ment reflected that Subject was active as Executive Secretary of the Associated 
Negro Press,' spoke at a meeting of the American Youth for Democracy at the Fine 
Arts Building, on December ; 5, 1943, and was one of the Sponsoring Committee 
to celebrate the ,20th Anniversary of the\apaily worker* held at Orchestra Hall, 

y t r e • m/irmnAvwm AH i/imrrrvnrmA * vm * i ii « ■ * r wr aita - * i i ^ / * 


On April 20, 1942,; Bureau advised by letter that the Subject addressed to Mr* 
TK0MAN K. GIBSON, Junior Assistant Civilian Aid to the Secretary of Tar, a 
letter reporting that various unnamed dining car stewards on the Santa Fe 


Chicago File 100*15799 


Trains ware pro-Nazi and may b© engaged in Nasi espionage activities* Subsequent 
investigation revealed that Subject’s information cane from a negro friend em- 
ployed an the Santa F© Railroad, whose identity he did not desire to reveal* 
Investigation was subsequently discontinued, upon the failure to substantiate 
the allegations in the complaint* 

Subject as Executive Secretary of the Associated Negro press was listed as 
speaker in a flyer entitled "Meet American youth for Democracy at the Town 
Hall Meeting foz^ynterraClal unity for Victory* to be held Sunday, December 
5, 1945, at Curtis Hall of the Fine Arts Building. 

A clipping in the "Chicago Defender" of February 15, 1944, stated that Subject 
was a member of the^Negro History Museum Committee, which committee was planned 
for a permanent Negro History Museum in Chicago* Members of the organisation 
were to meet at a celebration, Sunday February 20, 1944, at Wendell philips 
High School Auditorium, where BEN I?AVIS > New York Councilman, was to speak* 

In this same newspaper of May 6, 1944, a clipping stated that Subject, an 
Executive Editor of the Associated Negro press and poet, was elected secretary 
of the National Negro Museum Historical Foundation, which organization was 
seeking an Illinois charter and planned to become part of a nation-wide organiza- 
tion to promote the study of negro history and collect and preserve all available 
material of this nature* 

Miss 1HELMA BALB, a member of the National Council of the National Negro Congress 
in New York, had conferences with subject when she came to Chicago on February 
19, 1944, to a ttend a mee ting of the National sorority, according td^ponfiden- n 

tial informant! I whose identity is known to the Bureau* , _ 

i j b7 

Confidential Infonaant l I re ported on August 13, 1945, that Subject was pr$-— 

sent at the Abraham Lincoln School on August 8, 1945, to review "New World 
Aborning," a novel concerning life in Harlem. It was further reported that Sub- 
ject is the author of "Black Man’s Verse* and "I M the American Negro** Sub- / 
ject was reported to bo Executive Editor of the Associated Negro press, and 
both KELLY and GHEOI were bidding for his services in their respective o®* y 

Confidential Informant | | whose identity is known to the Bureau, reported 

in November of 1945, that subject was scheduled to apeak at a meeting of the 
American Youth for Democracy organization on December 5, 1945, to be held at 
7 s 30 p.o. in Curtis Hall, 410 south Michigan* 

Confidential Informant I ~1 reported on December 4, 1943, that JAMES V bSJJYIS, 

of the "Daily worker" was in Chicago contacting various people for statements 
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of opinions on the Teheran conference# Subject gave the following statement: 

Q I would say that it could go a long way toward denouncing HI TIES 
end HIROHITO, who have been using every means of keeping the Soviet 
Dhibn, Great Britain, and America apart* I would say also that the 
results laid future basis for cooperation toward building the kind 
of world which would be free from war and Fascism* I would say also 
that, of course, there will, be attempts to belittle the results but 
the program of the forces is in the ascending stage and nothing will 
be able to stop the forward march* Here in Chicago wflie Tribune* 
will dispall its efforts to bring about disunity, but I believe 
that the majority of the people here are becoming aware of what 
the Tribune »s real purpose is, and they are effectively turning the 
Midwestern Section in the direction that they want it to go*« 


b2 

b7D 


\ Confidential Informant I [ reported in December of 1943 that WILLIAM L* 

'-PJLTTBHSQN was discussing with tno Subject regarding the Abraham Lincoln school 
getting space in the Art institute on the south side, and also in regard to 
the matter of deportation proceedings of Mrs* J&&SQH0HD&R on which DAVIS ^2 
agreed to write a letter to President ROOSEVELT# , r 


In January^ 1944 J I 

ISHMASLr FLO RI had suggested' that sr 
PATTERSON *3 Course on the outline < 
FLOHI had persuaded! 

This same informant reported thatQ 
the Third ward Branch of the south 


advised Confidential Tnfomant l , I thatb 7 C 
p contact the Subject to teach WL^WS I* b7D 
iOflgro History, but that subsequently 
p teach the class* 

| Branch organizer for 
Side Section of the comaunist Party, had 


obtained Subject as a speaker for a mass meeting of the American Youth for 
Democracy to be held at the Central Y13A on January 9, 1944^ 


In the same month a program called due to a community conference to discuss b7C 
ways and means of combating anti-Semitism to be held under the auspices of 
the South Side Committee for facial unity lists Subject as one of the sponsors, 
and on /February 4, 1944, this idbrmant reported that in connection with the 
Abraharl Lincoln school anniversary party to be held on February 13, 1944, 

I WILLI AH wife, had suggested a list of persons 

to whom Invitations should be sent* This list contained the name of the Subject* 

(further reported that Subject would give a short speech at th© 
anniversary party an the National Negro History Week, and was s choduled to give 
a speech at a Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee party here February 12, -b2 

1944, in celebration of American Night* b7D 




! r 
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was advised by 


'Jk yw-r'Y^ 

■f rf 


/ \ 

that Subject was scheduled to address the 


Youth for Democracy meeting a frthe university of Chicago on the even- ^2 

lft 1 ftji A 1 1 A a Immm +.rt +.V>Q PnW>fln . 


ing of February 10, 1944, andT 
advised that Subject was listen an u 
Sponsoring Committee of a conference 
the 20th anniversary of the “Daily XI 


I whose identity is known to tha Rnra aiij reported that on January 

l and |had obtained a list of sponsors for 

the BEN DAVIS meeting, which 1 TOS SCns&UlSd I Or February 20, 1944, in which 
Subject's name was included* Ibis same informant furnished a partial list of 
the sponsors of the BIB DAVIS meeting,, which included the name of the subject* 

On February 14, 1944, Confidential Informant | | whose identity is known 

to the Bureau, advised that Subject, associated with the Associated Negro press \ 
and member of the Communist party, was a member of the Planning Committee b2 N 

planning the Negro H istory Progr am for Sunday, February 20, at the ITendell 
Philips High school* | | whose identity is known to the Bureau, reported D ' L 

that at a regular meeting of the second Tffiard Branch held at the carver Center 
on February 17, 1944, it was announced that on March 12, 1944, Subject would / 

give a lecture on GEDHQE WASHIE3OT CARTER'S life at the Carver Center, which 
would be the first of a series of educational lectures to be held* 

According to Confidential Informant | | whose identity is known to the 

Bureau,, the Abraham Lincoln School in ^eoruary of 1944 was organizing a new class 
called\*onited Nations On the March®, the class to be given one evening each 
week, each lecture to be devoted to a different major united Nation and its , ; 
participation in the war* It was the Informant's belief Subject would give a uo 
lecture on “Africa and the Colonial World#* b 7 C 


lwfaose identity ie known to the Bureau, 7. 

$ official program as a member of the 

leld January 17, 1944, in celebration of b7C 

*er.» b7D 


"This same Informant advised in February of 1944, that] 
with the Subject to help publicize a course an I2ADBB3 
einger* 


[ had arranged 
a negro folk 


According to | | whose identity ie known to the Bureau, I I had 

stated that she had made reservations for 12 for a dinner to precede the affair 
at the Abraham Lincoln School, at whic fl J ras to be featured* she 

advised that among others, the following would be present* _OTT.LT a m L* PATTSRS&b 2 
I ISHMAEL FL0HT, | | and the Subject* b6 

According to | | WILLIAM L« PATISRSCW had advised that Subject, whom he b 7 C 

referred to as »a new guest lecturer at the School* la a member of the "Church* b7D 
evidently referring to thu ramimpyLat party* This informant advised that in Aprix, 
of 1944, PAT1SBSCN had | [ that the Subject was a poet in his own right, is 

very progressive, and very much interested in the Soviet union, and that DAVIS 

at the present time is an instructor at the School* 
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b7C 


According to | | Subject was working with I I in obtaining _ ~ 

recr uits for TE>fl at, party among international workers Order members , andb / D 

that| I had stated in March, 1944, that she had been charged by 

the wnicago jgsscut&ve Board of the Communist Party with the responsibility 
of organizing negroes throughout the nation into an autonomous national 
group society and that Subject was working with her in this connection* It 
was further indicated by the Informant Subject had been in contact with the In- 
ternational Workers Order Headquarters during the latter part of March and early 
part of April# 

In the "Daily Worker* of January 23, 1944, an article entitled "Negro writer 
Pleads for Mrs* BROWDER? was printed# In his letter to PresidenVBQCSEVKLT, 

DAVIS was quoted as saying the following! 

"Because I am also a member of the minority group, 1 cannot help but 
feel the injustice of the persecution heaped by Attorney General y 

BIDPIK on Mrs* basl BROWDER* who faces deportation because of a 
mere technicality# 

"Mrs# BROWDER has committed no crime* She is not a dangerous alien# 

Hie re is no evidence she has ever actively participated in American 
politics# She is the mother of three children, who are at least as 
American as any other# 1 

"But she is the wife of the General secretary of the Communist Party# 

0ii s means she is married to a man who places winning the war against / 
Fascism and complete unity of all the people above any and all con- / 
side rations* Does this, therefore, make Mrs* BROBDER unfit to live ix*X 
our great nation?" ^ 

/vponfidential Informants i landl I ware contacted for any record of Sub- 

' ject with negative results* I I made available a leaflet purported to have 

been distributed by the Communist Party, entitled "Meet American Youth For 
Democracy," setting forth a town hall meeting of the Interracial Unity for 
Victory on December 5, 1944, at which Subject was listed as a speaker# $ie 
same informant made available a leaflet purported to have been distributed from 
local Chicago Communist party Headquarters on April 15, 1944, entitled "FRiends 
of the^New Masses in Chicago Presents the Smwdr Brought Against Bnerlca," and 
urged that the people come and hear BRUCMfiNTCH, Washington editor of the 
"New Masses#" Subject was listed as a sjfehsor for this event* 

Confidential Informant \ \ advised that Subject had resided at 3559 Vincennes 
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since 1940, and that he was employed as associate editor for the Associated 
Negro Press, 5507 South Parkway, earning $115 monthly* 

Confidential Informant I I advised he knew of no communist activities on the 
part of Subject; that ha was not one to talk to other individuals to any extent* 
This Informant stated he did not believe that Subject held any Communist Party 
meetings at his residence* It is further stated that Subject to his knowledge 
lived at the residence with his wife and that they bad very few guests in the 
apartment and in fact their activities ware such that no suspicion could be 
past upon them* 


The following description of Subject was obtained from his selective Service 
files 


Name 

Address 

Age 

Birth date and place 
Race 

Nationality 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

Employment 

Order Number 
Social security Number 


FRINK MARSHALL DAVIS 
5559 Vincennes 
39 

12/51/05, Arkansas City, Kansas 

Negro 

American 

6U» 

230 lbs* 

Brown 

Black 

Light Brown 

Executive Editor Associated 
Negro Press, 3507 South Parkway 
1121 

357-16-3458 


No photograph of Subjeot is available* 


CLOSED 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


FILE NO. 100-15799 
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DATE WHEN MADE 


PERIOD FOR 


Chicago, 111* 


6/22/45 


FRANK MARSHALL DATES 


|> 


REPORT MADE BY 


GEORGE P. BYRNE, JR. GPBjIii 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


synopsis of factc: MARSHALL DAVIS continues to reside at 3559 S* 

\T- Vincennes Ave., Chicago, and is employed as Executive 


/it 


v \> 


V v* 

J 


X 


Editor of the Associated Negro Press* Subject ha s 
been reported by^&onfidential Informant l ~| to 

be a member of ih'e Doric Miller Club, CPA. He is on 
the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee in an executive 
capacity* He opposed the* disaffiliation of the Chicago 
Civil Liberties Committee from the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, believing that more support could be gained 
for the Negro minority, group if the Chicago Civil Liber- 
ties Committee. was ousted by the American Civil Libert 
ties Union instead of the Chicago Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee withdrawing frcm the Amarlcan Civil Liberties 
Union. However,| | Executive Secretary of 

the Chicago Civil LlfieWlfife Committee and CPA officials 
in Chicago believed that more could be gained by a 
withdrawal of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee 
from the American Civil Liberties U nion. According 
to Confidential Informant ) Ithe Subject wa s 

"put straight** oh this issue 1 py | I 

President of the South Side Council, CPA. A resume 
of Subject’s activities with the Abraham Lincoln 
School and the American Youth for Democracy set 
forthv 


- v, 
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REFERENCE* 


fj 


Report of Special' Agent Ned E. Neut sling, 
Chicago, Illinois/ dated 7/5/44* 




DETAILS* 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS*. 


This case has been reopened for further investigation in view 
of the Subject’s connection as Executive Editor of the Associated Negro 
and reports that the Associated Negro Press has been receiving news relea 
from ChatwoodtHhl 1 , Moscow cor responde nt of the Associated Negro Prees, 
have had a definite, Soviet propaganda 


vor# 


Residence and Business Address 



-y \J f-' \ 


Subject’s residence at 3559 South ^incennes Avenue was veri- 
fied by Reporting Agent# ‘ 

Subject continues to be employed as Executive Editor in the 
offices of the Associated Negro Press, 3507 South Parkway, Chicago# 

Activities with the Communist Political Association 


thatT 


Confidential Informant [ 


3 


H reported on March 6, 1945, 

Organiser, of the South Side Council, CPA, told him 

that FRANK MARSHALL DAVlS is now! in the Doris Miller .Club, CPA# This group 

meets at 3065 South Cottage Grove Avenue, and covers the general area of 

the eastern section of the Second Hard# Previous reports from Confidential 

Informants indicated that the Subject might have been a member of the Carver 
Club, CPA, which holds its m3etings at 4241 South Michigan Avenue, and covers 
the western section of the Second Ward# In view of the fact that the Subject 
resides at 3559 South Vincennes Avenue he resides in the general area of the 
eastern half of the Second Ward which is covered by the Dorie Miller Club, 
CPA# . . ' • 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Activities with the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee 

- 1 1 ; " . i 

On April 4, 1945, Confidential Informant ! | 

)erties 


advised that 
Committee told 


^Executive secretary of the Chicago Civil Lib 
him he was having trouble with FRANK MARSHALL d!A 7IS, who is Executive Editor 
of the Associated Negro Press# i The trouble arose because DAVIS felt that 
the Chicago Committee should remain in the American Civil Liberties Union, 
and that the American Civil Liber ties Union should put the Chicago Civil 
Liberties Committee out later on# J baid he had talked to MORRIS '••• 

— CHILDS and PHIL^BART, District #3, CPA officials, and they believed that a 
more progressive job can be done , in Chicago if the Chicago Civil Liberties 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


- 2 - 
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.■‘-rS' * ► / 


Committee Cuts loose imme di ately from t he Ame rican Civil Libert ies Union* 
According to this , Informant I 1 wanted) (President • 

of the Sooth Side Council. v CPA, to put DAVIS straignt oh x-ne issue. Accord- 
ing to| [DAVIS was. of the opinion that it would be better to have . 

the American Civil Liberties Union dust the . Chicago Civil Liberties Committee 
• from the organization# DAVIS felt that more support could bo gained from 
the Negro minority if this method of disaffiliation was used* It should be, 
noted that the Chicago Civil . ^l^rties . Coranittee has divorced it self f rom 

1.1 a ’ ** j * . a. j J __ ' * ' j JL J x _ . r O - - 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


iake oj 


m Civil Liberties Union* According to this Informant I I 
(persuaded DAVIS and "put (him freight” on what view he ehou 
LS issue# rb.‘ r - •••>.. 


'X'v- The above information is b eing set forth to indicate the * b7C 

/ close connection between | | President of the South Side.. Council, 

CPA, and FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS of/ the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee* 

Apropoeof, this; connection it should- be noted that DAVIS is regarded by mem- . 

, bers of the Conmunist political Association as. an outlet for the distribu- 
tion of news, and, propaganda which, the CPA wishes to get out to; the Negro- 
people* ^ Executive Editor of . the Associated Negro Press DAVIS is in* a 
position to .determine what news releases - shall be made by the Associated - 
Negro Press to the -various member newspapers to whom it supplies news* 7;, 

As, an example of what kind of work DAVIS will do for the CPA and CPk:’--- 
Front’ groups, 751/ of the;IWO, prevailed upon DAVIS to. \ 

. write a memorial article for a special pamphlet put out by the Du; Sable * 

Lodge for the; PAUL ROBESON meeting held at the Du Sable High School' on 
June 17, 1945* . In this, article DAVIS very cleverly eulogised former PRESIDENT 
ROOSEVELT, and at, the same time ^ubtly ^pointed out how essential it is for / 
the. Negro to demand that the new administration carry out the policies of ^C^X- 
* PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. ... It should bo noted that this continues to be. the party/ ) 

:. line; of the Pommunist Political Association* This pamphlet, in which numer- 
ous reportedly Communist dominated labor unions placed advertisements, was 
distributed to approximately two thousand persons who attended the PAUL ' ’ 1. 

.. ROBESON. affair. . : V’./ 7- >.7 U V * _ T-y’ • 

Abraham Lincoln School . Y- i ,, 7 « 2 .* ' • ■ ' ; 7 : 

• V;/ : (Confidential Informant | l advised on May 10, 1944, that the / 

7 "Friende^ of New Masses” in Chicago would sponsor a meeting at which BRUCBj 
“^felNTON, Washington .Editor bf the "New Masses” discussed "The Secret ’Hot’* . x ' ' 

’ VjGgaJnSt America” bn April 23 , 1944* V FRANK ^MARSHALL DAVIS was on e of the . . L Z 
sponsors; of this meeting* ; In Jtoe, 1944^Cenfidential Informant! b7D 

whose identity is known to the Bureau, advised that he had learned tnatdfto. f 


- 3 > 
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I had made a rrangements ,to hold a cocktail party for EARL b 

BROWDER' in the apartment o fl I According to this Informant ^ 

FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS' fas among numerous guests to. be invited to this party.. 
Numerous instructors and teachers of theAbraham Lincoln School were to be 
present at this affair* . -b \ • * 

. J . . ' •". ’ ' . . ,/ ’ . ■ .• ' ; J .. ‘ ,-’U‘ y \ ' . ■ ' : \ . • *•' . ... . 

7 • ’V In an article in the fChicago Defender" for April 8, 1944* - ' c; 
it was stated. that a special course was being given at the Abraham Lincoln , . , 
School, Chicago,/ on facts about racial matters. Classes were to be taught 
by WILLIAM L**HftTTERSON, Assistant Director of. the Abraham Lincoln School, 

DR* METZ *T* P.’^LOCHARD, Editor of the "Chicago Defender", and FRANK MARSHALL ’• 
DAVIS, E^cutive Editor of the Associated. Negro Press. 

: ^TSSkfidential Informant ! H whose identity is . known to . 

the Bureau,' reported that it was learned on August 2, 1944, that FRANK MARSHALL 
DAVIS gave a special commentary lecture at a showing of the. "Negro Soldier" 
at Northwestern University* He gave this commentary as a representatiV8 ;df > , 
the Abraham Lincoln ^ School* ‘ ‘ V - " ' ' ' f ’ ■ : . - . * 


•*; ■ ’«, ' Confidential l^oroiaiit r 1 reported on September' 7* 1944* . 

that DAVIS Was giving a special course, bn jazz at the Abraham Lincoln School#, 

•This ; same . informant learned on September ,8, 1944, that DAVIS wa9 lecturing 
at Isome forutos on the south side, which were being s pons ored by the Abraham ‘ 
Lincoln Schooled Sunday. evenings^. These forums were to take placei in Goto** ; 
ber, 1944, to discuss- labor problems facing the American people today* The 
' subjects covered such things as propaganda in the radio and' movies and its 
influence on. the American mind, particularly on minority groups# FRANK 
MARSHALL DAVIS was to be the chairman of these forum discussions* Speakers 
; were to include STUISlrWERm, ROI^lM(ffiEN, ED-pCHOENFELD and ALBApJINSPEAR, . 

° ■ 'K .’-b • -I " I .• \ ft • ‘ V)2 

~^~eonf idential Inf ormant I I whose identity is known to the 

Bureau, reported on October 4, 1944, that a house pa rty, which was to be . b 6 
, nal 1 ert "FraflrifwL Ifoad";, ; was to. be held at the home of I I- , ’ b 7 C 

| t pn October .7, 1944* According to l [ FRANK MARSHAL!;- V u^r, 

DAVIS was , to. be the principal speaker in giving a book review of HOWARD ’ 

FAST ( S "Freedom Road?* ■ Adhesion to this v . book review was to be seventy^five. 
cents and the pro^eds were to.bb. glTBn to the Abraham Lincoln School# / 

. '• • confidential IiiTormantl Iwhose identity la known to\ ( 

the Bureau^ reported on December 18, 1944, that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS would * ; \ N 
conduct a course at ; t ha^A terahani Lincoln School beginning in January, 1945,- 
entitled Artists Can;^QiMfe . . DAVIS was to take one .of the final iecturesVi^ 4 '’ ‘%7. 

« this course, and was^w^roture on his activities as (3iairman of ibhe* Sout#: : ‘ j 
■ Side ^Cultural .Gteoup#/--, ’ .j •" •«' ; - /• . / 
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7 : b by The above does not consist of a complete summary of the Sub* • 

Ject*S; activities .with the Abraham Lincoln School* The summary is set fort^vV,* ( . v ” 
merely to indicate the general nature of his affiliation with this reported <u 
Communist iTonitgroup* ; ,v-*V> ; ; 7 — vJ ' 

Activities with the American . Touth for Democracy ' V ^ 


:* / On September .23, 1944jTSConfidential Informant ! \ \ whose 

identity is known to the Bureau, 7 advised that 1 FRANK MARSHALL MVlS'was a 
sponsor fbr the American Tout h f dr Democracy first anniversary banquet to 
be ;held at; the Morrison Hotel October 14, 1944* Information from 'other b2 

Confidential Inf ornanta indicates FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS has been considered u-? r , 

a national sponsor of the AID,' and that ho has been connected with the AID 
in drives they have had to eliminate JIM. CRCffik in the armed forces* In an 
article in the^Chicago Sun"dated May 21, '1945, it wi|s stated that a protest * 
meeting would, be held over the referral of legislation on the whole FEFC 
bill to a subcommittee* This meeting was to be called by the AID at 7*30 P*M* 
at the Midland Hotel on the following Sunday* A featured speaker on this 
program was to be FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS*. 1 r : - b ; . . 2 


The above data are merely a summary of the activities of 
it ion with' the; AID* According to Confidential Informant^ 
| considers him * a s one of \ their best Negro contacts* 

• . ;l *J ’ ' .< : . -• ‘ ' • • 


South Sidd Cultural- Co nference^ byb 

>ii mm mmmmm > m ■ ■ > m r mim m- rnm mm — mm '> 

* - J V* * ~ «*.- *• jW ; * v * 


b2 
. b6 
•b7C 
. b 7 D 


V. , f On November .18/ 1944,7 1 J?onfidential Informan t! [ whose 

identity is known to . the 'Bureau,. advised that a Communist rroni organization 
known as the w C^tVral Group n is ) sponsoring a cultural conference' on the 

south side* /FRANK MARSHALL. DAVIS was stated to be a ; committee member* . 

•. - '* * ,* 

,*r \ ;; • ,< ; . ' V , .. . r. ■ r ‘ ■ -. * f 

b* . • ’ 1 .•/'./;!** the. ^CW.'cago. Defender" dated November 25, 1944, Page 4, 

Column 5,7 it is stated that .-the South Side -Cultural Conference. was .to be 
held on November 26,' 1944, at the Corpus Chrieti Center, 4622 South Parkway, 
with DAVIS acting as; Chairman 7of<! ^emdeting* /Speakers on the- program in- 
cluded A*. C*^SPBCTORSKY, "Chicago-'StoBook Week" Editor, and^ ^TOLIAS . 
PATTERSON, . Assistant piMCtor 'Cf:/the;'Abraha^ Lincoln School* 1 W ■ ; 

‘ 7b' " *’ '' ‘ v '"..77^ t • .. " 

■ . .c* - .-i. - ,- -;,/>• . :■ i , ,-'. y M ii.ii m • ? . ■ » - 4 -\ . 

b y. Confidenti^lblhfox^iantl | reported that a second meeting "• 

of this group was held at-the ^ncoln venter, 700 Oakwood Blvd* on Decemw. v b2 
bar. 30, 1944*: FRANK MARSHALL DAVISw ^ assiste d by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, ? coi^* b ; a 7 r ’ 
ducted the . conference*; According to | | numerous Negro CPA members were -^r 
present at this meeting. ■ .• ^ 
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DU SABLE LODGE 751 IWO " ' .V 

An article in the "Chicago Defender" dated December 23 , 1944# 
Page 8, Column 3, stated that. ROCIfflELl^ffilJT would be present at a special 
meeting of the IWO Lodge at the Ida B* Wells Community Center on December 22# 
1944* The meeting and banquet were to be the' official opening for a drive 
for two thousand Negro members in the Du Sable Lodge. The "Defender" article 
stated FRANK- MARSHALL DAVIS was an endorser of the Du Sable Lodge* 
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F B I RADIOGRAM 


Mr.Toleon 

Mr. Clegg 

•At. ouvln" 
Mr. Ladd ~ 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen ' 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Egan 
Mr. Ouraaa 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Penning! 
Mr. Quinn Ti 
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Miss Holmes 
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FROM HONOLULU PiTR 140145 uj. 9:30 P.M. 

Director and sac, UHIUAUU urgent/ 

FRANK MARSHALl'daVIS, IS * Cj^OA^JS AND WIFE I "] ARRIVED HONOLULU 
Q:l 8 A.ivl . DECEMBER 8 FROM SAN FRANCISCO VIA PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS 
.^SYSTEM. I ^ ADVISED DAVIS ARRANGED APPOINTMENT ON DECEMBER}^ 

10 WITH JOHN WAYNEtfHALL, l LWU REGIONAL DIRECTOR IN HAWAII AND I DEN". 

1 ) 1946 AND T947 COMMUN IST PARTY EXE CUTIVE BOARD MEMBER HERE. DO 
10 NAL INFORMATION FR 0 M| | 0 N DECEMBER 15 INDICATES b7 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS AND MEMBER OF THE ^7 

RIGHTS CONGRESS WHO WAS COMING TO HONOLULU TO LIVE. DAVIS 
I FE LISTED PERMANENT ADDRESS IN PAN AMERICAN PASSENGER MAN I ” 

\S 55 P 73 PARKWAY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. BUREAU AND CHICAGO RE“ 

10 TO FURNIS H HONOLUL U PERTINENT AVAILABLE INFORMATION RELATIVE 
/IS A ND WIFE! I EXPEDITE RADIO REPLY. 

Yr\i ALL INFORM TT ON CONTAINED 

received I 9 : 49 p • M • LL herein is unclassified except 

*■ ^ -i WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE. 1 ■ 




9:30 P.M. 


URGENT 


ARRIVED HONOLULU 


UNDERLINED PORTION OBTAINED FROM GARBLE. AWAITING CONF I RMATI ON. 


b7C 

b7D 


CHICAGO ADVISED 
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If the intelligence contained in the above meesag9 is to he disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it he suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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STEPS TAKEN ON THIS SUMMARY 


~T7~ Proofread retypes- 
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2 % Check blocks against Search Slip v 

3 . Check cover page against Search SI ipfr 

4. Tabulate and post all statistics ^ 

J. Turned over to Supervisor 
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jJpFED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST I ^ 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 



(URGENT) 


SAC CHICAGO 


PRANK HAR SHALL DAVIS J IS-C. RE HONOLULU RADIQCSU 



[ BUREAU FILE REFLECTS 10 UR OFFICE ORIGIN TOUR PUB 

CHE HUNDRED DASH ONE FIVE SEVEN NINE NINE. FURNISH HONOLULU PERTINENT 


ih, 

*\ 


INFORHATICH. 


cc HONOLULU 
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100-32895$ 
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HOOVER 



m nwirtutw cKMtiw. 

Skeik is vscwssm® nsm. 

jIUEKE SHOOT OTHERWISE. -J- 
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Mr. MlohoTe - 
Mr. Roaan ~ 

Mr. Tracy 
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Mr. Harbo 
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Tela. Room 
Mr. Neaoa “ 
Mias Holmes 
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CONF. TWO STATIONS WASHINGTON AND HONOLULU 
WASHINGTON TO AND HONOLULU FROM CHICAGO 


8:08 PM 


RECTOR, FBI AND SAC, HONOLULU 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, IS - C. RE HONOLULU TF l| I CC ) 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION FURNISHEO RE SUBJECT. DAVIS HAS BEEN ' 
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH TOP COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERS, DISTRICT 
EIGHT, FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS. WAS EXECUTIVE EDITOR OF CHICAGO 
STAR, COMMUNIST PARTY WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, WHICH CEASED PUBLICATION 
SEPTEMBER IT, 1948.- REPORTED MEMBER OF COMMUNIST PARTY. WAS /TvJ) 
’ACTIVE IN AYD, CHftAGO, AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN SCHOOL, COMMUNIST 
PARTY FRONTS. LAST ADDRESS IN CHICAGO 3852 SOUTH LAKE PARK 
AVENUE, APARTMENT 3OI . WAS EMPLOYED AS EXECUTIVE EDITOR OF 
ASSOCIATED NEGRO PRESS, 1 9 Q 5 ^ARKANS AS CITY, KANSAS. CHICAGO 
5609 ADVISED MRS. FRANK Mjffi ftviS WAS ACTIVE IN COMMUNIST PARTY. 
SUBJECT IN SS FORM DATED APRIL U. 1943 * LASTED WIFE AS THELMA 
B JtoAVIS . HER DATE OF BIrTh MAY 8, 1 9D3 . HONOLULU ADVISlT - 
SUBJECT’S ADDRESS AND EMPLOYMENT SINCE CHICAGO 5609 ADVISES 
DAVIS MAY JAKE EMPLOYMENT IN HONOLULU WITH LONGSHOREMAN UNION. 


RECEIVED: 



41 PM 


MC SWAIN 

CLASSIFIED BY 

” DECLASSIFY ONTpX^SZ 


THIS MESSAGE WAS. SENT TO HONOLULU VIA BUREAU RADIO. 

ittnrroBttnwconiiflW JY > 

hbkeih is unclassified except X! 2^'7 c 4 t // 

mffiRE shows mhoti 0 e. R£C oR DED . y ■ IL "l 7 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
/ .outside the^ Bureau, it is suggested that it' -be suitably paraphrased in 
' ; order to. protect the Bureau's coding systemy?^^ ^^ ^ 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

-, Office $“.■>,■ ' 

pjv- 

TO ! DIRECTOR, FBI 

OM ; SAG, CHICAGO 

SUBJECT: FRANK MABSHALL^IAVIS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




Jft • UNITii 


\ / 9 b\ 


OVERNMENT 


date: April 25, 1949 


Re Honolulu lette r to Chicago da ted March 23j 1949 ’with information 


to the Bureau thal 


the Honolulu off! 


A/ f£> information that FRANK MAH5HAL>T£AVIS and his vd f e 
' residing ini ItH. 


;S fumishe 


are now 


The same informant advised that DAVIS has under consideration an 
offer to take some unspecified position with the International Long 
Sherman and Warehouse Union - CIO in Honolulu. 

In view of the above, the Bureau is requested to designate Honolulu 
as office of origin. _ j ; — ______ 


cc - Honolulu, AIR MAIL 

JFG: CR 
100-15799 ’ 


Ml information CONTAINED 

sasfflBEt 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT HONOLULU 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. ~ __ . r . . r f 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

5/26/49 



FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 


Plus NO. xoo-15799 


REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN F. GLENVILLE JFG;CR 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


v\ f 
\\ ( ' 


Chicagol I advised FHAHK MAf SHALL DAVIS 
recruite d ■ I to the Communist 

Party 4-1-44. Chicago I [ advised that subject 
was a CPA member in 1945. Subject also reported 
to be active in CP front organizations such as the 
Abraham Lincoln School, Chicago Civil Liberties 
Committee, American Youth for Democracy, Civil 
Rights Congress and Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. Subject formerly employed a s executive 
editor of Chic apj Star. DA VIS and wife^ 
now residing inf" 

All INFORMATION CONTAINED 


REFERENCE^ >'J v'-Bufile 100-358955- f ** 

Honolulu letter to Chicago dated 3-23-49. 
k ‘"'-lx * Report of SA GEORGE BIRNE dated 6-22-V+5 at Chicago. 
Chicago letter to Bureau dated 4^-25-49 . 

\ 0 V ! Buie t to Chicago dated 5-6-49. 


■ l- 


DETAILS-: ' 

\ V ‘ 


AT CHICAGO » ILLINOIS 
I. BACKGROUND 
\) Residence 


\ On March 23, 1949 Confidential Lafo^jiant 
of the Honolulu . oi£ififl-^d.vised that FRAN 


re residing at Apartment 


Ajn»aay*DWKD^*i, 


f 5)~ Bureau 
3- Honolul 
3 - Chicago 


o&Jl 
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On December 4j 194 q 
number 301 at 3852 Soul 


J advised that DAVIS was giving up his apartment 
:e Park .Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 


b7D 


On March 23 > 1949 


f the Honolulu office advised that DAVIS had under 


consideration an ofi'er to take some unspecified position with the International 
Long Shoremen and Warehousemen Union - CIO in Honolulu which would put him 'bn b7D 
easy street" if he succeeded in obtaining this position. 


On November 13 > 1949 I | advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS and his wife 

were going to leave ror Honolulu where DAVIS would be employed by the- Inter- 
national Long Shoremen and Warehousemen Union - CIO. 

II. ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS 

Communist Political Association Membership 

On May 22, 1945 Chicago | ^ furbished information that FRANK M^/ DA VIS of 
3559 Vincennes Avenue, was a member of the Carver Second HlaVd/west Communist 
Political Association Club. FRANK M. DAVIS gave his occupaMon as a newspaper 


b2 

b7D 


I now deceased, advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS at this time resided. b2 
at 3559 Vincennes Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

h? 

Communist Party Activities , 

• ’ V ' - b6 

advised that FRANK MARSHALL DA VIS on April I, 1944 b7C 
recruited ! 1 to the Second Ward - , „ 

Branch of the Communist Party. • O i U 

On June 23, 1946 | ~~ { furnished a report of a meeting of the Carver Communist 

Party Club held at 4241 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illihbis. He advised that 
FHANK MARSHALL DAVIS was present at this meeting. \ - 


b2 

b7D 


On July 8, 194 I furnished a printed financial bulletin issued by the 
South Side Section of the Communist Party. This bull^ insisted a group of 
persons active in the Communist Party f 'inane ial canroa/iim raise funds,. The 
name of F. DAVIS appears on the list. | was finable to furnish gay 

additional identifying infomation regircmig ULll F^XaVIS listed. 


I advised that a meeting of the Negro Commission of 
strict No. 8, Chicago, Illinois, was held on this date 







T- .If-- M 

.«• • . t .v : 


% ; Chicago File lOG-r-15799 




« V v i 


in Chicago 1 -He -advised that. FRANK MARSHALL JDAVIS was present, at . this meeting. . 

,.• :\ > V .. JV* • •• i[ b2 

. On- May -ly. 1947 1 1 'furnished a • report bf'.a May Day Kelly sponsored by 

the Communist Party, District •■No . 8, Chicago', - Illinois , at the. Ashland Auditorium, 
Ashland 'and Van ’Buren Avenues, Chicago, Illinois,. •ori Kay 1> 1947. informal t 
-reported that- FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was present at. this rally. ./ - 

On May 1, '-1948 'Chicago I I furnished . Kl eaf let’ captioned "March May . Day . " . The 

.leaflet carried an announcement of a May Day March to be held on Saturday, May 
‘1, 1948 at -2:00.' piia. The name-' of ;FHAWK MAHSKitfi DAVIS, Executive Editor/- / . 
Chicago 'iS tar, 'was _ listed . as a Sponsor pf this 'May bay March. . . • 

| advised that the May Day* March /was- sponsored by the Communist .Party, 
'District No. \3’,/ ; Chicago, Illinois..-' • . • 1 - 

- * « . . •* *1 *f %■* * ' ’ '« ** * r, \ N ‘ *. '■ ^ \ ' ♦ ‘ 

Daily Worker Reference . -• ^ V V/ •' 

On September 9i» r l944, page nine, } ‘column two of the "Daily V/orker" under- the 
by-line of FRA$/M. DAVIS, Skecutive .Editor, .Associated Negro’ 'Press, appeared an 
article which de'aLt with equal .'recognition of- negro .and co-workefs ‘in 'labor 
unions/^ 4 ' . - ’ •■»/.- '. ; .b .' •; v 

On April 2 8, -.19483 . page three, column ‘ three, • of the "Daily ;/orker”, appeared • 
an article captioned "Notables Score Bill As- '.’Police State’ -Move. " The article . 
listed' the 1 names :pf,-persons who' -Were opposed to "Subversive Control Act/ of-' • 

1948" sponsored 'by- thfe House. 'Committee on Un-American Activities. "Among the 
names, listed, was FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, Editor of the Associated Negro Press." 

On May 11, 19483' page two, _ column one, ah- article appeared, captioned. ♦“.Chicago' 
to Join Mundt Bill March."'* The article listed persons in Chicago, Who were - 
opposed to the' Mundt' Bill. Among those' list ad -was' ‘"FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, , 
Associated Negro Press.."' ‘ //> ,• *. ■/. • 

Activities in Communist Party Front Organisations 0 ^ 

' Abraham Lincoln • School . ' *. ' ' • - 

' * ’ ■ *{ / . / »’ ‘m . * ‘ * t " ,* f 

‘On, October 20 j. 19,45*.- 3n article on this- date appeared in the "Chicago Defender,” / 

• a- weekly Negro newspaper -captioned, V’New Program on Radio Station' ifJJD 'Hits." 

The article staled that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS,, poet and editor of the Associated 
Negro' Press./, Was describing hot jazzy recordings. The article continued that . 
DAVIS' is currently' teaching. "History* of Jazz"' 7 at : the Abraham Lincoln -School *■ 
in Chicago Loop and -that DAVIS is a member of the Board of Directors , of the . . >vi 
Abraham Lincoln School, ** * * '. -V * ' - *.♦.*- V*'- ’ 


The Abraham, iihppln^School,. Chicago, Illinois, is included in the list of 
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Gonuunist organisations issued by the Attorney uenernl of the onited States, 
Chicago Civil liberties Committee 

On April 16, I'ii i I now deceased, furnished a leaflet issued by the 

Chicago Civil Lies sties oormiittee, The list contained the names of. iihfi ■ . 
ho arci of Directors; Included rras the name of FaAKK AAuS.iALL DAVIS, I I 

i at the time he furnished this information, stated that the Chicago Civil 
ies Committee was a Co/Jiunist «ront organisation. 

The Southern Conference for human Welfare 

On day 6, 1947 Chic ago ! [ furnished a leaflet announcing a dinner to be fc 

held on the above data at xhe hotel Continental sponsored by the Southern fc 

Conference for human welfare, -wmong the soorinors listed in the leaflet was 
the name of FrAUvX IjihSlIaLu ha VIS. Chic ago | l acvised that the Southern , 

Conf erence for human \ /elf are vas- a .Communist front organisation. 


American louth for Democracy ' - 

On July S, 1947 1 I advised that FR.AIK LAASKALL DAVIS was appointed 

chairman on this date for the Chicago Chapter of the -American louth for 
Democracy fund raising committee. The ^mierican louth for Democracy was in- }->2 
eluded in the list of Communist organizations issued by the Am to mey. General , „ 
of the United States. . D/U 

On September 21, 1947 1 j furnished iniormstion that FiUuJK LAifciiALb DUVld 

was to address an American ioulh for Democracy meeting on September 21, 1947. .jT 
Informant stated that FRAi‘IK .AiiuHADL urWlS v as to speak on the "Pole of a iVlv*' 
Progressive iii the developing Trends Towards a Third Ticket in 194S." 

J /«rs J*i C/ 

Civil nights Congress * A ° 

Cn IJovember 21, 22 and 23j 1947 Confidential Informant )f the Boston ' 

Office furnished information of "The Civil Rights Congress national Conference" 
held in Chicago on the above dates. This informant stated that FkADX 
;.1AKSKAI£ DAVIS, Executive Editor 1 of the Associated negro Press, was active in 
this Conference. 


un February 1, 1948 1 | furnished a leaflet advertising, "The Peoples 

Assembly of Illinois" sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress of Illinois to. 
be held on February 1, 1948 at the liull house, 800 Couth Halstsd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois* The name of FrAHX TAkSHALL DAVIS was listed as a sponsor 
for the Chicago Civil Rights Cong/ ess Of Illinois, 


cro ; 
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On September 19, 1948 Chicago I pdvised that a farewell party for , 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, former vI'CTS-Ajhaiman of the Communist Party, District No. 
8, who was recently appointed National' Chairman of the Civil Rights Congress, 
was held at 410 South Michigan Avenue under the auspices of the Chicago Civil 
Rights Congress Chapter. Informant stated that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was 
chairman at this Party. 

On December 1, 194& I [ furnished a letter he received from the Civil 

Rights Congress of Illinois. The letter contained a plea for funds for the , 
defense of the twelve Communist Party leaders now on trial. in New fork City. 

The name of FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was listed as a sponsor on the letter. 

The Civil Rights Congress and its affiliates was listed by the Attorney General 
of the United States as a Communist organization. 

| advised that the Chicago Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress is a 
uommunist front organization. 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee • 

On iaarch 26, 194^ 1 | advised that FRANK MARSHALL LAVTS was asked' to 

spehk for the benefit of the Chicago Chapter of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee, however, according to informant DAVIS had to decline the invitation 
due to other commitments. • 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee is cited by the Attorney General 
as a Communist organization. . 

II 

Chicago Star” Activities 


On Hay 16, 19471 furnished a typewritten letter received by him 
from the '’Chicago 'Viiar" announcing an open house for the "Chicago Star" on 
May 23, 1947. This letter contained the typed signature of FRANK MARSHALL 
DAVIS, Executive Editor. 


I advised that the "Chicago Star" is a weekly' newspaper vsfoich discontinued 
publication in September of 1948. Prior to that tbime, its editorial policies 
were dominated and influenced by officials of the\Cprfmiuiiist Party, District 
No. 8, ' solely under control in all aspects by officials of the Communist Party, 
District No, 8.' . / \ 

On June 26, 1948,. page ten, column three, of^tfne "Chicago Star" carried an 
article captioned "Published Poetry by F. Ml^DAVIS." The article stated that 
the publication of "Forty-Seventh Street,” a book of poelry, would be released 
in July of 1948 and that it was the first publication/ since 1937 by FRANK 
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MARSHALL DAVIS at which time he published, "I am the American Negro. 1 * The 
article continued that DAVIS also published '‘Blackman* s Verse" which brought 
him the JULIUS BOSENWALD Fellowship ih Poetry. The article in the "Chicago 
Star" stated that "Forty-Seventh Street" deals with the well-known busy Chicago 
thoroughfare and it also deals with the temporary world situation. 

On July 3, 1948, page six, column one of the "Chicago Star" lists FKANK MARSHALL 
DAVIS as Executive Editor of the "Chicago Star." 

On July 3, 1948, page two, column three of the "Chicago Star" there is an 
article entitled, "Our Heritage" under the by-line of FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS. The 
article expresses opposition, of the Mundt-Nixon Bill then pending before 
Congress to outlaw the Communist Party. DAVIS in this article stated that 
this bill would turn the Bill of Rights into a scrap of paper. 

On July 10, 1948, page four, column two of the "Chicago Star" carried an article 
which stated that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS was present at the Chicago Star Picnic 
on July 4, 1948 and had a busy day autographing copies of his book of poetiy, 
"Forty-Seventh Street. " . 

I 1 advised that the Communist Party has annually held its picnic on the 

Fourth of July, however, the picnic, held on Jply 4, 1948 under the auspices 
of the "Chicago Star" was actually sponsored and planned by the Communist , 
Party, District No. 8, Chicago, Illinois. ’ ^ 

On August 28, 1948 on page one, column one appeared an announcement in the 
"Chicago Star", "New Group Takes Over 'Star* September 11." The article 
continued by stating that the "Chicago Star" was going out of business and the 
new publication, known as the Illinois Standard, would be issued by the 
Progressive Publishing Company.' 'This article was signed "The Chicago Star 
Publishing Company, FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, Secretary, " 

ENCLOSURES TO HONOLULU . • 

One photograph of subject FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS. 

Report of SA NED E. NEUTZLING dated July 5, 1944 
at Chicago, Illinois. 

Report of SA GEORGE P. BXRNE, Jr. dated June 22,. , . 

^ 1945 at Chicago, Illinois. 

Memo, SAC dated May 28, 1947 at Chicago, Illinois 
by SA GAROLD R. FITZGERALD. 
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Letter from the "Chicago Star" Staff dated May 
17, 1947. 


Memo, Sac dated September 17, 1947 at Chicago, 
Illinois by SA GAROLD R. FITZGERALD. 

Letter from the "Chicago Star”. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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BiFOKiiifr pace 


CONTIDEIvTIaL riFuJuJXT 


CONFIDE Tliiii T 


COi'.'F jjjjii?! 1 Lili lii J& Oii-Aw T 


COhTIij^i'.'X IAL IXIOit-Ai’lTl I is: 


is: A highly confidential and reliable source v/ho fo'jQ 

made this information available to Special u^ r 
; Agents HEK53AT C. POKLLAK and DC:1 C. SV/^.SuN b / D 
on hay 2& } 1944. 

is: A highly confidential source \rho :aade this 

.information available to Special h ents J. P. 

t 

hctiArOil and 10?! C. S-wiSGl? on a* ay 22 > 1945* 
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100-328955 



May 6, 1949 


Special Agent in Charge 
Chicago 


Dear Sir: 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
SECTJFI TY MATTER - C 
Your file 100-15799 


Reference is made to your letter nf April 25 » 1949 

requesting that the division n f am * of — _ 

titled case, f . lgin be chafed in the above en- 


^ ou are hereby authorized to designate 
as the division of origin. ' g te - 


Honolulu 


carefully oheck^ou^filf reqaeStei t0 . 

origin has all serials in the ease containing important data? 10 " ^ 


Very truly yours, 






John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


co - Honolulu 
HELidbb 


All INFORMATION CONTAM 

Si& 


' ii •: * 


Mr. To Ison 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. i3 lav in 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols * 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy - 

itr. Lgan “ 

Mr. .'Jumea 

Mr. Karoo — — 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Penningto n 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tala. Roo m ~~~ 

Ur. Neaee 

uisr oandV" ~ 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
M AILED /I 3 

•; r MAY 6 }S49 p.m. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF /hVESTIGATION 
U. S. OEPARKTEfTT OF JUSTICE 


’ how y 


’•* ' ^ \ t': 


$/\ 






IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER 1 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


^ Jrai 2£ur*au of Jlnursttgation 
llmirft states Brpartmrnt of 5Juatico 


Honolulu, T, H* 
July 15,^949 


ft JV 
V 


\*y 


FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
RE: raKOTTrrrmrerra 



i/M 


It is recommended that a Security Index card he prepared 
relative to the individual named helow: * ^ Q 

Name : FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS /[f — 

Aliases: - 

c/o Hauula Post Office, Oahu, T*H. 

Residence Address: Resides between Kaliuwaa af5l Punaluu Oahu 


Business Address: Part time employment at The- Honolulu Record, 


Native Born 


811 Sheridan St., Honolulu, T.H* 2 
co ^ m 

Alien Er Naturalized ° 


Communist 


-- German 


Miscellaneous 


Fascist (Italian) 


Japanese 


Date of Birth 12/3 1/05 K£Rj 

Place of Birth Arkansas City, Kana aB DAN 

Entered U. S. at 

Naturalized (date) 

Naturaliz ied (plage and Court) 

j? mrried to | K ka, b 7 C 

| No information avail- 

able regarding ner date 6r place of birth# Very^uly ,ydur§,, 
No information available regarding 

parents of subject or his wife* J4 *r( 


au ito;:.tc:! co.mTD 

HERD, ns UClA^SiFIEn^^, 




* .h., y 

ac " h;j / 


u c vx 






7SE1 
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EX -115 


TBTAT. SECT t 

/(<' 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

{ .‘yl THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


ZM&JtS CITS 


0 


FILE NO. 




1 


REPORT MADE AT 

fuBJlSUS CITS 

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

6-13-49 5"23,25.E6»31 

REPORT MADE 0Y 

I HAS E. RICHABBSCK fflf 

TmJ1 

T0E2RY SOCIETY OP KAKSftS 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

■ sEct&xre mra® * c 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Xfsfomants Wichita, Eons. revise they believe 
efforts are being ra&fie to elect Cossauniatc 
arwS csssmiet sympathiser® into 
PS&. Al so report efforts made by 
I J Houston, Teat*, throughr 
I l or the i/Rlv* of &c&£», to nave Kegro 


of 

b6 


b7C 


'*tT 


mnn&% 


D1V2S, alleged vODsnunifitf 
elected to si^abershlp defeated, although 
majority of persoaa preseat voted in favor of 
nicnherBhip . Keseberehip list obtained. 

* s ♦ 


Ihi© investigation is predin&ted upon 5 ^ 
ti on furnished tov j e^iftentl&i Informan 1 



that had recently | |of the Poetry Soc iety of 

Janfi in a recent snooting held in fcfichit q. Kansas I 


certain onggihers had bloek^d an fittest made by 

*jtsb, to have one 


Jffegro, an alleges vOBSSuniet, elected to ia®sbershlp. She indicated 
that It is the feeling of scs&ers who opposed casmbership of BAVXS 
that an effort is being sa&de by those in sympathy with Cosmgaialle 
ideas to elect tlioae having eSsllsr ideas into raeinbership. I I 
states that the name of £E£!8K StfiSSHALL &&VU5 originally cerce up in 
previous nesting of this organisation at a possible roster, and at 
that time# although there «&a cease indication of opposition, his 
true identity apparently mo not toot m, but his identity was wade 
at th© Wichita mooting end hi® membership vaa openly opposed. 
I indicated that **fcen she first heard, the name of FBM3K S££&3UALZr 
is avis, she faintly recalled that there bad been a sew mention made 


\ 

i v 

b2 v 
b6 s 
b7C 1 
b7D 3 


a 


approved AND 
forwarded. 


special Agent 

in Charge 


r - 
i - 
i - 
3 - 


COPIES OF THIS OPTION COKT 

bureau ^reis is unclassified 

Houston / info 
Ghie&ge 1 f 

(info) 

Sanaa© &ity 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


m to 'tel iL 

? 4 NOT BW. 

^ A^U apr ^ 


-? '7 


yc;^. 


not r woo a r>iao 
1 APR / ^ 1954 




6. tfGTZttJlMcMr PBIWTmS OFFlC* 


i— 2034 




m 

* 7 


-'■ - -,'V , • -b2 

-■ ’ v ■ ■' . . •• : ■ ••• ..-b6 

KC 103-^433 •* .■ ' ;./•• ' b7C 

of him In the publioatlcri of H. lffia S, £®EUS» Editor of tho - b7D 

1L47XCBKL I® PUBLIC rjf* Washington, £.C, f pointing out that D VIS 
m$ believed to bo a (lamimlmt . Sh* advised that the aoaber ahip 
of B'VXD was proposed, b& l _ 

Texas* whoHasi office space at 135$ stable Building, Houston, and 
who in reported to be wit ins a book on the history of. the oil 
industry of StpiXM ^ . She indicated that a letter written in behalf 1 

of DAVIS by] | which had been wailed tn a imlect few at the 

mgabars uftQ.mrs present, was rend t d 1 

Tat Wichita University! sna advisee 
HURT* iso Tino DUBxnaya — efcl ng of t he convention Of this cpttfinlgation 

JiftliOiX Wichita on I ht the I 1 I»f ormanl I 

I gaftfe Mf jishall d aVxs for pointed out a b; 

number of reasons why he was be ins ^opposed# 

recording to 1 1 he was opposed !far membership when it was pointed 

out tiwit rniraFS, stbbiE* Editor of the nmmrh had 

testified that MAVIS wee believed to be a Ccssaunist when he* STEELS* 
appeared before the un-American Activities Committee an such matters# 
SfEEIS was said to be Chairman of the national Security Cownittee - Y 
of the /meriaen Coalition of Patriotic, civic end Fraternal Uoale- j 
ties* as well es Editor of the hiTZORAt HE PUBLICAN taagazlne. kTEsm 
IS reported to have testified that PRW HfcSHALL D iVZS was & faculty 
member of the Abraham Lincoln School*.- a poommlet Front Institution, 
where 'CoCz&uhlet philosophy is taught, in Chicago, Illinois. Hfe was 
reported to be the leader of the marican national negro Congress, 
which is alleged to have become chiefly financed by the Communist 


Party# SISELS is also reported to have testified that according to 
reports in Cccwunist papers the police had raided the 10th convention, of 
the AjaerXean national Wegro Congress and to have arrested 37 persons, 
among which was FR^JUC K/R3R 9 LL DAVIS# DAVIS is also reported to • 
have been a member of ths Board of Directors of the CHICAGO ST 13* 
described as a left-wing publication backed by the Communist Party#. 

— — — | . * ’A- . 'V * , ..%V- r ‘ . ■*-. . ’ 

l &dvleed that in spite of the opposition of the membership of , 

D VIS and the report that he was believed to be a Communist* 10 of 
the 15 members present at the business meeting had voted in favor 
of his membership » • She . advised that his mewbirshlo was also defended 
by | | Wichita University 1 I she also pointed 

ouc vnat wncn tf^ taeraoersbip - of FKAHK Marshall d vis was proposed* ; 
fcSi address was given as Hawaii* end it ie hot known whether he io 
new living in Hawaii or is still a resident of Chicago# Be is said 
to have been bom at /Arkansas City, Eansas* and to have attended 
Kansu* State Agricultural College at Manhattan* Kansas, and possibly 
Bethel 'University; in ^chita* -•Kansas# : ' ?f: h2 ^ 

’ v b6 

• . ‘ . , V' - 'b7c l . 

• X V ... ' b7D ■ 




kc ioct-8483- 


Lib pointing out that Irttaro had bben tfiracted 


* 


;.;vb2 


;o a uliot few who were to be present at the business 
meeting* explained that a number of members who had not attended 
the meeting* of this organisation for many ysars* and who were 
delinquent in paying their dues* were present, paid their dues* 
and voted In favor of PMfMK mApshali* davxs* 2. ' < 


: 7b 6 
" b7C 
b7D 


displayed a letter dated 


fro* 


£ 


______ _ __ __ l to Infonaant l 

'which waain behalf of the meiberehip of ixvis* and which enclosed, 
two circular letters which were also In behalf of FR/4IK MfiR£B r XL • 
•©/ VfcS* which h* claimed he In tended t o send out, but had hot done 
so* .the original letter from ! I helatea that there hid been 


opposition to the membership of P/ VIS, and that he believed 
t hi W vWbo caused by hie race, rather than for any other reason* 
The. circular letters which he describes in his letter are 
partj aa follows# 1 .sb 

^ ‘ ' :> May ,U» 19*9 


L* 




ow Member of the ?* 3*of K.» 


name of 

the' 


are aware that Since late In January the 
ffltgrp poet* Frank Marshall Pavls* has been before 
end that hie admission has been oppos ed^ soltly, for over three 
months on raeial grounds* Sow on the eve of the spring meeting, 
patriotism* X m informed* is to be Substltutsd and Hr • Davis 
opposed*: not. on the grounds - of race > perish the thought! >v 
but as having been listed by the im*Aas?iesxi Ccsmittec es a : 

« fellow traveler 1 In Comsunist front organisations* I under-* . v 
stand further that X myself now stand suspect of 'Communist 
tendenciea f * Perhaps a purge should be arranged for the Autumn . 
faceting*'. .;*• */• r . \ ' v ‘ 


• X have no personal knowledge as to whether Martin Dies* 
nankin, j. Tamell Thomas and the rest of that Nauseous crew 
aver listed Mr. Pavia os a member of subversive organizations . . . . 


& tn this counter* unfortunate the^ socialists and the 
Munists are the only groups that oaii be couated v pn to behave '. • 
toward colored people as Christians and Democrats would if / 
they were either Chrifitlan or Democratic* the Communists "are 
better publicized* and certain sensitive Negroes* suoh as Baul 
Bobcaon aodlansaton Hughes, hbve unhappily been persuaded 
that they are wort*ur of cooperation in other respects as well* 0 








•i ft, ,<■ v i .. ' 




■.tic.*-' • •; * : > 
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m 100^83' 


‘ b6 


Sri the second circu lar letter# which bears the typewritten nniae , „ _ 

o^ l 1 he describes mtm wmmiL vsyis m o, n&%pte. ; P IL 

%m®m, x>wa in Siamese' city; educated tsfc. Friends university , 
(Wichita# Kamsae), and ftorisas £tat* CoHesc# end subsequent ly & 
journalist at Atlanta, Qeor^ia jaitd Chicago# Illinois* He 4# 
cttswntly -:$i4jd ‘be be residing at Honolulu* ..EmaM# id the author 
of four bo&& of, **&**§ ana i© o fpe^uoht contributor to the 
gohBfts Hfe^inoi a* iscaid tio/ be Author.' of : 

S-gan the . Tricon *»gro !] # Q Portr8ite in Senia” arid H7tb street V 
Orid city- editor of the Associated Negroes Frees* lnc*>\o. poet# 
journalist OM leetiireri • ' •' >■ b ; .■ *;# :V;.b; •„ . b2 

W&- Orlglafti’iottere Obtained £Vom | "| whih were quoted above# : b 7 D . . 

©re boiSs in the haitsao CJty"Til©» ■ : -v‘ 


TeTommt ] I furnished the following membership list# end ts^ile 
the comments regarding such cumbers as listed hereinafter* otiose 
indicated ^ith on esterisk are those who voted against the membership 
of F&m m&ym* HWIS# . While those- indicated by an are these b 6 

who voted for hfia* .la mentioned above# there were only I I 
present din*inci ^e voting of this membership* v* ' . •• 


K8« 


. V S*. 


* - 





1 to literature of tbi s' organisation# the Poetry JoeteiyLof. 

E^naas hashes its chief at$ the furtherance asong nanfceroj fellow- 
ship' end understanding, that will allow the menbers to produce work 1 
benef lttcd ^sympathetic critic isa and keyed to the audiences that 
they hope to reach % also seeking to accomplish theseaimB in an St**\ 
mosphere of friendship oia good honor* , 2t*e society is not indifferent 
either to extension of a taste for good poetry anong all people of 
cultivation* it has no specif la missionary projects, n -n& Messianic 
■• complex, but it- works for wider apprecistlon « by ^casimsi' aif ts . ; 
to libraries, by occasional' sponsoring of publications, through - ' the 
speaking activities of its varlouo weebers. She members of this 
organisation must have been residents of Kansas and sust havO had 
ease of .their writings pubTilshid tod 


m- this is not' a known Cocatuhlst organisation, or known to th Co®** 
muhiat controlled* copies of this report are not being fumSshed to 
those offices ;in which all , SMSbere reside, and no further investl- 
getloa is; -being. _ ton&Jsd* A;V 


• .w y «* s 




'i 






b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 





Copies of this report &ve beinS furnished the 1 
in vies# of the Information furnished regarding 
JjKmbfco&j and to Ohlesso and Honolulu in eonnec' 
inforaaUon regarding Hi® habsrah. bavss. 
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Form No. 1 r * * b * 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT% . 

.HONOLULU ' -'V ■ ■ ' ' b' bV// 

l > ; .a ; ,b ; * foje no. 100-5082 bit 


REPORT MADE AT. / } 

HONQLULU.>*H 


PERIOD FOR REPORT, MADE BY 

WHICH MADE • .i 

6/15-24/49 WADE B« KNAPP 


synopsis of facts: -FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS arrived Honolulu, T.H*, -on f 

, 12/8/48 from Chicago,. Illinois, yrhere he had been ,■ 

..... Pi aft' ft mamba r of the Comm/niat Parley* ' j| 

b.‘- Immediately contacted I I Regftenfl.1 Dir ector 

bb'b . k6 •/. of the ILWU and identified Communist Party m^bej , v " . 
: , .* .1;. h7 r and other members of the Communist Party* Has foised 

t| . 1 . and taken an- active interest i&thj^ffiw ail C ivil/ tffb 

^ . v . _ - .- Liberties , Committee-, > Communist • Party front, and* is . 

‘ 1 . r- . */>-' ‘working to hav^thir organisation affiliate, itself b - 

\v ) the Civil*^Right a. Congress* Told informant that : 

S?V V* ' v '**■*/,• is' bn . the tNatioru&l Boar d of^ the Civil Rights Con- ’ 

, V b gross, is an officer'.in the American .Youth for •* . 
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.REFERENCE^. 


r ft 7 1 >*' Subscriptions ffor ; and preparing Tor theilmaidB the • : 7 
' b V "7 ' HONOLULU I^bORp,^a newspaper described by JACK B. TENNEY 

b .as the ”Hhwai Ian'" mouthpiece of the .Communist' Party”* . , 

* ’ In articles., and 'in weekly ’ oolumn whioh he is writing for. 

• % . ' the HONOLULU RECORD,, he closely follows the Communist 

V/T^^Q^BJParty line* - Claims oredit for persuading; the National 
iSr , Board of the Nationals Association for the Advancement . 

•t of Colored People f r om withdr avring the charter of the. 

v / .. Honolulu-' Branch after ! this action was recommended fey * . ' 

\ - the Acting President because of Communist ii^luence;* v 

.V v .- ; : i b 1 ’ ^ r ' V 

E». Bureau file 100-328955 . *^7rr? 

^ #^ ort . of SA JOHN F* GIENYIIIB' dated 5/26/49 ' 

4 Ifrr • at Chicago,* Illinois .b*b ** ' - 
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RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


. Re liable Confi dential Informant I | advised that j FRANK 

MA^HAL^DAVIS and his wife, !^ | have resided between 

KeTliuwan and"Punaluu, Oahu since May 31/1949# He stated their house 
is located one hundred feet bejfbnd the turn to S&cred Falls and tw> 
doors from the Ching Tong Sing store. 


Confidential Informant I I ascertained that the subject 

uses; the mailing address - c/o Hauula, Oahu, Post Office* 

' ’ 1 Both of these informants .have stated that the DAVIS have 

purchased property on Tantalus Drive in Honolulu and plan to build a 
permanent home on this property which is located in about the 3600 block 
on Tantalus Drive > and described as Lot 4 as shown on Map 2. 

' The Honolulu Advertiser in its edition of December 14, 1948, 
in an interview with the subject shortly after his arrival in Honolulu,' 
December -8, 1948, said he will write a Series of articles on his observa** 
tions of the Island Scene for the As soci ated-. Ne gro_ Pros 9. which he is 
E±ecutiv 0 _Editor and will work on a book of poetry* ' 1 


I | haa stated that DAVIS apparently spends all of his time 
in writing, however, . this informant advised that subject has volunteered 
his services in assisting in the preparation of the HONOLULU RECORD for 
mailing. In this regard he works on Thursdays at the HONOLULU RECORD 
plant, located 811 Sheridan Street, Honolulu*; Ip will be noted elsewhere in 
this report, subject has written. a weekly column for the HONOLULU RECORD. 


\ . jU BACKGROUND 

_J2aa’' following background information on the . subject ms 
extracted by | | from what he described as w a book of poems of American - 
authors ’*t 

' "FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS (Arkansas City, Kansas 1905) attended' 

' school in Arkansas City until he was ready for Kansas 
State College. There he studied journalism part of the 
time on a Sigma Delta Chi scholarship. During the ? ' 

summers he worked on farms and with street construction ^ 
gangs* In 1931 he went to Georgia to help start the G ~^V^ ; 
Atlanta Daily World. He remained as editor^ of the World'* 

- /> j£-‘. ' -'i . 
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\ r.„- ' • “until 1934* The following year he. became feature 
. ■j:.' ■ editor of the Associated Negro Press in Chicago, 

•* of whioh he later became executive editor* Meanwhile, • 
he has been^a Rosenwald Fellow in Poetry, 1937; a 
lecturer on the History of Jazz Music at the Abraham 
Lincoln School in Chicago and a member of. the National 
Board of the Civil Rights Congress* DAVIS is the 
' author of ” B lack Man’s Verse/ 1935, Am the American 

Negro/ 1937, and of * 47th Street* 1948". 

. In addition to this information, an article in the Ho nolu lu 
Star Bulletin of December 14, 1948, stated DAVIS attended FRIENDS UNIVERSITY 
at Wichita, Kansas* 


. . „ DAVIS has confirmed most of the above background information 

to | | and told Him that he taught Social Science s at Northwestern 

University, Evanston, Illinois* He also i nf ormed | j that he was at one 

time managing editor of the GARY AMERICAN, Indiana weekly* 

The HONOLULU RECORD in its edition of December 16, 1948, in 
a front page article, described FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS as Executive Editor 
of the CHICAGO STAS, Inter -Racial Weekly, from its inception in July, 1946 
to September, 1948* ' , . . . v • 


b2 

b7D 


III. MEMBERSHIP IN COMMUNIST PARTY 


Previous investigation of the subject in Chicago, Illinois has 
reflected the following information regarding his membership in the Communist 
Party* • '* 


On February 14, . 1944, Confidential Informant 
that the subject was a member of the Communist Party* 


advised 


Reliable Confidential Informant 
informat ion on Mav 26. 1944 that FRANK MARSHAf 
recruitedl 
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k hicago, Illinois, furnished 
T. rUTrrS nwTnn-l S. 1944, 


Second Wara crancn’or nne Oommuman rarny in Chicago* 

*. Confidential Informant [ *1r>f cli 

that subject at that time was working with| 


to the 

' -vs , 


cagf u _i n 1944, advised 


$ 


n obtaining 
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